Criteria For Evaluating Publications


	
	Popular Magazines


	Trade

Magazines
	Scholarly Journals
	Viewpoint Essays
	Educational and Informational Reports

	Appearance
	Print:

( Eye-catching cover

( Glossy paper

( Color pictures and illustrations

( Each issue starts with page 1
	Print:

( Cover depicts industrial setting

( Glossy paper

( Color pictures and illustrations

( Each issue starts with page 1
	Print:

( Plain cover

( Plain paper

( Black/white graphics and illustrations

( No pictures

( Pages are consecutive throughout the volume
	Print:

( plain or eye-catching cover

( plain paper

( black/white graphics and illustrations


	Print:

( plain or eye-catching cover

( plain paper

( black/white graphics and illustrations



	
	Web site:

( “flashy”


	Web site

( varies from flashy to utilitarian
	Web site

( utilitarian
	Web site

( utilitarian
	Web site

( utilitarian

	Audience
	General
	Members of a specific business, industry, or organization


	Scholars, researchers, students
	General, students
	General, students,

members of Congress

	Content
	Personalities, news, and general interest articles
	Industry trends, new products or techniques, and organizational news


	Results of original research, reviews of scholarly literature, theoretical reflections
	Essays or articles espousing a particular philosophy or point of view


	​​Reports produced in order to inform without bias

	Written By
	Journalists, staff
	Practitioners, staff
	Experts, scholars
	Various
	Experts, researchers

	Accountability
	Editorial review

No bibliographies
	Editorial review

May occasionally have short bibliographies
	Peer reviewed, refereed

Always bibliographies 
	Editorial overview to prevent slander and libel

Usually short  bibliographies


	Editorial overview

Usually bibliographies or notes

	Ads
	Heavy
	Moderate (all or most are trade related)
	None
	None
	None

	Examples
	Discover

Economist
Gourmet
Money
Time

Newsweek
	Advertising Age
American Teacher
APA Monitor
PC Magazine

Golfworld
	Educational Researcher

Studies in Mass Communication

American Journal of    Sociology

Psychological Reviews
	Essays in Opposing Viewpoints

Newspaper op-eds or editorials


	Reports in CQ Researcher

Reports in Congressional Research Data Collection
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